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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the subject application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

an input/output (I/O) device : sa i d I /O d e vic e being operative to: 

receive a fragment of electronic data; data, a nd further b e ing op e rat i vo - to 

examine the fragment of electronic data: and 

if the fragment of electronic data oomprises latency^sensltive data, the I/O device 
identify at loact a pe rt i e n - of th e cont e n t s of soid fragmont of e le ctron i c 
data, and further being operative to moderate one or mora interrupts of an 
associated computing platform processo r, boood at toast i n part on tho at 
le a s t a port i on o ^ sa i d contents . 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the latency-sensitive 
data a t l o act o portion of said contonto comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device comprises a network 
interface card (NIC). 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the fatencv-sensitive 
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data at toast a port i on of oa i d contontn comprises one or more data packets that 
have a priority designation. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said \(0 device is configured to 
moderate by substantially immediately asserting said one or more interrupts of 
said associated computing platform processor. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device is configured to 
moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts of said associated computing 
platform processor so that a predetermined number of Intemipts per unit of time 
is not exceeded. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device is configured to 
moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a particular number of 
fragments of electronic data of a particular type are received by said I/O device. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device is configured to 
moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of 
electronic data is received. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said moderation of associated 
computing platform interrupt scheme is configurable through a user interface. 

1 0. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , and further comprising: 

said I/O device further being operative to measure a particular period of time 
after the receipt of a fragment of electronic data, and further being 
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operative to moderate one or more interrupts of an associated computing 
platform after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of moderating one or more interrupts of an 
associated computing platform comprising: 

receiving a fragment of electronic data; 

i d e ntify i ng > at loact partia ll y, the' contents of s aid examining the fragment of 
electronic data; and 

if the fragment of electronic data comprises latency-sensitive data, moderating 
said one or more interrupts based attoao t i n part o n sa i d at toast part i al l y 
identifi e d cont e nts , 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 » wherein said latency-sensitive 
data at least partially idontifiod oontonto comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein said latency-sensitive 
data at loost partia l ly idontified content s comprises one or more data packets that 
have a priority designation. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises 
substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platform 
processor. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
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said one or more interrupts of said associated computing platform processor if a 
predetermined number of interrupts per unit time is met or exceeded. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular number of fragments of electronic 
data of a particular type are received. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of electronic data is 
received. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating is configurable 
through a user interface, 

19. (Original) The method of claim 11, and further comprising: 

measuring a particular period of time after the receipt of a fragment of electronic 
dataj and 

performing said moderating after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

20. (Currently Amended) An articfe comprising: 
a storage medium; 

sard storage medium having stored thereon instructions, that when executed by a 
computing platform, result in execution of a method of processing latency 
sensitive electronic data comprising: 
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receiving a fragment of electronic date; 

n+ innnf p^rtinl l y IHnnt i fying thn nnntonte of at l east □ port i on of s aid examining the 
fragment of electronic data; and 

if the fragment of electronic data comprisesjatency-sensitrve data, moderating 
said one or more interrupts ba se d a t l e a s t -i n - p a rt on ca i d at loact partia l ly 

21 . (Currently Amended) The article of claim 20, wherein said latencv-sensitive data 
at least partial l y i dentified contents comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

22. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 20, wherein said latency-sensitive data 
a t l east parti all y - id e nt i fiod contents comprises one or more data packets that 
have a priority designation. 

23- (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises 

substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platform 
processor. 

24. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said interrupting of said associated computing platform processor. 

25. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular number of fragments of electronic 
data of a particular type are received. 
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26. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of electronic data is 
received. 

27. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating is configurable 
through a user interface. 

28. (Original) The article of clafm 20, and further comprising: 

measuring a particular period of time after the receipt of a fragment of electronic 
data; and 

performing said moderating after said particular period of time has elapsed. 
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